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which were examined after the arrest of Charlotte Corday.
To have signed this protest was a cause for proscription in
later months, and four deputies who signed it were executed
on that account some months later. That the protest was kept
secret shows that the remaining Girondins and the deputies
of the Plain felt that they were defeated, and as bad news
kept arriving from every quarter, the Jacobins determined
for a time at least to put an end to the internal disputes in
the Convention, and to complete and proclaim an elaborate
republican constitution, as the best means of quieting France.
To draw up this constitution, five deputies, Ramel, H6rault
de Sechelles, Mathieu, Couthon, and Saint-Just, were specially
added to the Committee of Public Safety, and by working
night and day the new constitution was ready by June 24,1
when deputies were sent all over France to obtain its ratifi-
cation by the primary assemblies of the departments. In
honour of its completion, a great f&te of federation was held
in Paris on June 24, under the direction of David the painter,
himself a deputy for the capital.

The continuous series of defeats, both in the provinces and
on the frontiers, proved that still further exertions were
necessary, but the means for creating a really strong execu-
tion were now ready. The Committee of Public Safety was
every day becoming more important, and as soon as the
majority of the Convention recognized clearly that they
formed too unwieldy a body to superintend every detail of
administration, a very little pressure from the Commune of
Paris and a few more disasters ensured to the Committee
the unlimited power which enabled it to carry Franco
triumphantly through the terrible winter of ] 793, and which
only had to be surrendered when the need for the system of
Terror, which it vigorously supported, was gone. It cannot

1 See Appendix V.t " The Republican Constitution of 1703 " As this
constitution never came into practical working, owing to the Revolutionary
Government, a description of it has "been relegated to an appendix, where
it is compared with the scheme drawn up by the iirst Constitutional Com-
mittee, under the influence of Condorcet,